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Abstract: Analyzing Discourse is an accessible introductory textbook for all students 
and researchers working with real language data. Drawing on a range of 
social theorists from Bourdieu to Habermas, as well as his own research, 
Norman Fairclough's book presents a form of language analysis with a 
consistently social perspective. His approach is illustrated by and 
investigated through a range of real texts, from written texts, to a TV 
debate about the monarchy and a radio broadcast about the Lockerbie 
bombing. The student-friendly book also offers accessible summaries, an 
appendix of example texts, and a glossary of terms and key theorists.
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Introduction 
Formal linguistics – concerned with abstract properties of human language p. 1 

This book – an introduction to social analysis of spoken and written language for people who 
already have some background in language analysis p. 1 

Currently there is widespread uncertainty about how to analyze language material p. 1 

The author – uses a version of critical discourse analysis; assumes that language is an irreducible 
part of social life; social analysis and research always has to take acct of language p. 2 

Discourse – an element of social life which is closely interconnected with other elements p. 2 

Discourse analysis in social sciences – strongly influenced by Foucault’s work; little close attn is 
paid to the linguistic features of text’s p.3 

Order of discourse – durable social structuring of language; social structuring – an element of 
durable structuring and networking of social practices p. 3 

It often makes sense to use discourse analysis in conjunction with other forms of analysis, such as 
ethnography or forms of institutional analysis p. 2 

Interdiscursive analysis – seeing texts in terms of the different discourses, genres and styles they 
draw upon and articulate together p. 3 

“No real understanding of the social effects of discourse is possible without looking closely at what 
happens when people talk or write” p. 3 

“The term ‘language’ will be used in its most usual sense to mean verbal language” p. 3 

CDA – concerned with continuity and change at the abstract, structural level and in particular texts p. 
3 
Examples in book – illustrate focus on contemporary social change, changes in contemporary 
capitalism and their impact on social life p. 4 

New capitalism – refers to most recent historical series of radical re-structurings through which 
capitalism has maintained its fundamental continuity (Jessop) p. 4 

Defining recent changes - Globalization, post-modernity, late modernity, information society, 
knowledge economy, new capitalism, consumer culture p. 4 

New capitalism as a research theme – a concern with how transformations in capitalism 
impact politics, education, artistic production and other areas of social life p. 5 

Governments on different scales accept that all must bow to the emerging logic of a globalizing 
knowledge-driven economy and have either embraced or made adjustments to neo-liberalism p. 5 

New capitalism is a response to Fordism (Post WWII model) in crisis; restructuring of relations 
between the economic, political, and social domains (unlikely fields become subject to the economic 
logic of the market) and the re-scaling of relations between the different levels of social-life – the 
global, the regional, the national, and the local. p. 5 

SFL – Systemic functional linguistics; linguistic theory and associated analytical methods in the 
steps of M. Halliday; the focus is on the relationship between language and aspects of social life; 
textual analysis is oriented to the social character of texts p. 5 

Transdisciplinary approach to theory and analytical method – needs to be developed for text 
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My Notes re-organized by content:
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Fairclough – influenced by Foucault; he takes a trans-disciplinary approach 
Interconnections to be analyzed: 

• axis of knowledge 
• axis of power 
• axis of ethics 

Levels of Analysis: 
• social structures (External) 
• social practices (External) 
• social events (External) 
• discourse 
• semantics 
• grammar and vocabulary (Internal) 
• phonology and graphology (Internal) 

Themes in Social Research: 
• social difference 
• the universal versus the particular 
• Ideology 

Critical Social Science: 
• Critical Discourse Analysis = qualitative social analysis 

New Capitalism and Neo-Liberalism = weakening of democracy; 
• new technologies = new genres 
• produce complex modern societies where texts are a crucial part of these networking relations 

genre chains – link social events and social practices together = exercise of power 
▪ genres – sustain institutional structure of contemporary society 
▪ privileges some discourse while excluding others 
▪ genre analysis – open-ended, context is crucial; it is a dynamic, not static view 
▪ promotional genres 
▪ governance genres 
▪ facilitates recontextualization and conversationization; assumptions (Implicitness) 

includes presuppositions, logical implications, implicatures, entailments (pragmatics) 
Dialogicality – (Bakhtin); discourse and language becomes relativized and deprivileged 

• Text is associated with: 
◦ discourses / representation 
◦ genres / action 
◦ styles / identification 
◦ textual analysis to be used as a supplement to social research, not replacement 

• Texts Have: 
◦ social 
◦ political 
◦ cognitive 
◦ moral 
◦ material consequences and effect 

• Texts are shaped by: 
◦ social structures and social practices 
◦ social agents 

• Order of Discourse – the social organization and control of linguistic variation; its elements 
include discourses, genres and styles at the level of social practices 

• Texts represent: 
◦ the physical world 
◦ the social world 
◦ the mental world 
◦ Texts are shaped by and dependent on Genre; examples of text parts: 

▪ structure and organization 
▪ semantic relations between sentences and clauses 
▪ formal relations between sentence and clause 
▪ mode of intertextuality of a text 
▪ level of cause = exchange, speech function, mood
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